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FutureLearn and	Exeter	MOOCs
• Free	education	from	global	institutions
• MOOC	Platforms
– Content	Panel
– Forum	style	discussion	boards
– Highly	visual	and	interactive
– Accessible

• FutureLearn…
– https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/climate-
change-challenges-and-solutions/4/
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Climate	Change:	Challenges	and	
Solutions

• 8-week	course
• Variety	of	experiences
– Novices:	“I	want	to	learn	more”
– Directly	impacted:	“My	village	 is	threatened	by	Sea	
level	rise”

– Skeptics:	“I	want	to	learn	about	the	climate	myth”
– Skilled:	“This	will	help	with	my	masters	course”
– Prior	knowledge:	“I	want	to	be	less	depressed	about	
climate	change	and	find	the	solutions”

• Covering	human	and	natural	systems
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• Methods	of	learning:
– Group	discussions
– Video	lectures
– Online	whiteboards
– News	and	website	articles
– Test	and	reflect
– Feedback	video

• Peer	learning
• Facilitators	and	Educators	present	almost	24/7

Climate	Change:	Challenges	and	
Solutions
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Experiences	as	a	facilitator
• Experiences	are	emotional
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Benefits	of	global	discussions
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Experiences	as	a	facilitator
• 1:1	feedback	is	key	to	student	engagement
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Experiences	as	a	facilitator
• You	need	to	get	
creative!

• Answering	messages	
on	discussion	forums
– Screen	capture	videos
– Blog	posts
– #ExClimate Live…
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#ExClimate Live
• 60	minute	live	feedback	
session	using	Google	
Hangouts	on	Air	and	
Facebook	Live
– Allows	real	time	
engagement	with	audience

– Instantly	uploaded	to	
YouTube	and	Facebook

• Learners	dictate	direction	
of	session
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Sharing	the	stories	of	the	course

Each story was submitted via the course discussion
boards and supplemented with a map location,
pictures and videos to increase the visual appeal of the
story map. One learner, Carlos Javier from Venezuela,
shared pictures of his farm to highlight the effect
drought is having on his livelihood.

By zooming around the world between stories, the
story map emphasizes the global nature of climate
change. Stories themselves give a personal account of
how people are coping – hopefully to persuade people
to live more sustainably.

@LTaylor1995
@DamienMansell

In January 2016, 8500 learners joined our free online
course to learn about Climate Change: Challenges and
Solutions. Our audience included learners from almost
every country on Earth, each sharing stories about what
Climate Change means to them.

An ArcGIS online feature class was used to enable
learners to populate the course map. The map included
stories from people directly experiencing climate
change impacts, adaptation and mitigation.

Density maps show where
our learners were from, to
highlight the true global
nature of our course. It was
especially pleasing to see

In the course, participants were asked to
share their location data by adding a pin to
our course map. British learners following
the course accounted for 43% of
participants and congregated around
densely populated regions; London and
Manchester. As the data is not normalised
by population, similar densities are seen at
the University of Exeter’s campuses in Exeter
and Penryn, Cornwall and also local colleges
and high schools.

arcg.is/1UcVISK

Climate	Change:	Stories	from	around	the	world
Liam	Taylor &	Damien	Mansell

University	of	Exeter,	College	of	Life	&	Environmental	Sciences,	Geography,	D.T.Mansell@exeter.ac.uk	
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• 8,514	learners
• 1,034 location pins
• 103 countries
• 16 educators and facilitators
• 8 stories highlighted

small communities where learners are working
together. In the village of Lawaki, Fiji, two 18 year-old
learners joined us because their village was
threatened by climate change. In total, we had:

http://arcg.is/2lsbfRs
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Global	partnerships	in	action
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